
Overview of Kansas 
Compliance & Enforcement 
for Overpumping and Meter Tampering 

 Division of Water Resources  

 
Katherine A Tietsort 
Water Commissioner 
Topeka Field Office 

 

AWSE Spring Workshop 
June 5, 2012 



Topics 

  Compliance & Enforcement authority 
  Statutory 
  Regulatory 

  Consequences of Overpumping  
  Warning 
  Progressive penalties 

  Consequences of Meter Tampering 



Statutory C&E Provisions 

  K.S.A. 82a-728. Unlawful acts; penalties. 
  K.S.A. 82a-737. Civil enforcement of act. 
 



Regulatory C&E Provisions 

  K.A.R. 5-3-6. Forfeiture, revocation and 
dismissal. 

  K.A.R. 5-14-1. Enforcement. 
  K.A.R. 5-14-10. Civil penalties; suspension 

or modification of water rights. 



Currently Permitted Diversion Points 
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  PAC MAN graphic 



Currently Permitted Diversion Points 



Water Use in Kansas by County  

  PAC MAN graphic 



Overpumping 

  All Vested Rights, Water Rights, and 
Permits authorize a maximum annual 
quantity of water for use under each right 

  Under Act, water use reports for every 
right must be submitted annually 

  Water use entered into WRIS 
  Using this record and/or on-site 

compliance investigations, identify 
individual rights that overpumped 



Consequences of  
Overpumping 

  First offense: Notice of Noncompliance 
(NONC) 

  Second offense: $500 fine + 1X water 
penalty.  

  Third offense: $500 per day fine + 2X water 
penalty.  

  Fourth offense: One-year suspension  
  Fifth offense: Revoke water right or permit  
 







Water Flowmeters 
  Most files require that a water flowmeter 

be installed on each point of diversion to 
measure diversions and for use in annual 
water use reporting 

  K.A.R. 5-1-4 through 5-1-12 are Kansas’ 
metering regulations  

  Meter must: 
  Be listed on the Acceptable List 
  Have chamber and flow-straightening vanes 
  Have 5 pipe diameters up and 2 down 

straight pipe  
  Be properly sealed 



Consequences of Meter 
Tampering 

  Issue $1,000 civil penalty for causing the 
meter to show an incorrect reading  

  Also issue $500 civil penalty for exceeding 
the authorized quantity 

  CE can require meter to be sealed into the 
pipe 

  More frequent compliance investigations 
on site 





Questions? 
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