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OVERVIEW

 Watermaster Programs

 Real time measurement and reporting

 Non-Watermaster Programs

Managed in accordance with the requirements in 

the water right

Water use reported on an annual basis



WATERMASTER PROGRAMS

 Current Watermaster Programs in Texas:

 Rio Grande Watermaster

 South Texas Watermaster

 Concho River Watermaster

 Brazos Watermaster



WATERMASTER PROGRAMS



DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE WATERMASTER PROGRAMS

 South Texas, Concho, and Brazos Watermaster

 Prior Appropriation – water right holders take their 
permitted diversions or impoundments as water flows 
along the watercourses based on priority date

 Rio Grande Watermaster

 Store and Release (for river segments below Amistad) –
water is stored in Amistad and Falcon and then 
released downstream as needed to meet demand

 All programs require prior approval from the 
Watermaster prior to any diversions



DAILY WATER MANAGEMENT



WATERMASTER MANAGEMENT

 Conduct river investigations

 Monitor streamflow, reservoir levels, and 

water use

 Enforce compliance with water rights

 Respond to complaints and inquiries

 Manage diversion requests

 Update ownership information



CONDUCT RIVER INVESTIGATIONS

 Day-to-day investigations

 Respond to complaints



MONITOR STREAMFLOWS

Conducting flow measurements in the field



MONITOR STREAMFLOWS

Utilize USGS gages.



VERIFY PUMPS AND METERS

 Meter must be inspected and verified by the 

watermaster program before it may be used to divert 

water





METERS



PUMPS



REQUIREMENTS FOR DIVERTERS

 Comply with the water right.

 Divert water according to watermaster rules

 Install an accurate measuring device.

 Before diverting, contact and receive approval from 

the watermaster.

 After pumping, submit a report.

 Pay annual fees based on authorized water 

right amount and use.



DECLARATION OF INTENT



TXWAS

 Texas Watermaster Accounting System

Database with information regarding water rights 

and their water use.

Pump Operation Reports (POR)

Certifications and Declarations of Intent (DOI)

 Used for generating annual fee assessments that 

are mailed to the owner of each water right in the 

program. 





WATERMASTER EVALUATIONS



WATERMASTER EVALUATIONS

 TCEQ’s Sunset Bill (HB 2694) directed the 
TCEQ to:

 Evaluate each river basin or coastal basin that does 
not have a watermaster at least once every five 
years.

 Assess whether or not there is a need to appoint a 
watermaster in that basin.

 Report our findings to the Legislature.

 Repeat the assessment in each basin at least 
once every 5 years.



FUTURE EVALUATIONS

 2017: Brazos River Basin and the San Jacinto-
Brazos Coastal Basin, the Colorado River Basin 
and the Brazos-Colorado and Colorado-Lavaca 
Coastal Basins

 2018: Trinity and San Jacinto River Basins and the 
Trinity-San Jacinto and Neches-Trinity Coastal 
Basins 

 2019: Sabine and Neches River Basins 

 2020: Red and Canadian River Basin

 2021: Sulphur and Cypress Creek Basins



NON-WATERMASTER AREAS



MEASURING AND METERING REQUIREMENTS

 Many certificates do not require the water right 

holder to install a meter

 More recent new appropriations and 

amendments to change a diversion point 

include a metering requirement



MEASURING AND METERING REQUIREMENTS

 Install and maintain a measuring device which 

accounts for, within 5% accuracy, the quantity 

of water diverted from the point authorized

 Pump run times can be used in some 

circumstances

 Accounting Plans



WATER USE REPORTING

 Self-reported

 Annual basis
 Forms are mailed each January to all water right holders in 

non-watermaster areas

 The reports must be returned by March 1.

 Water right holders are required to maintain water use 
information on a monthly basis during the months a 
water rights holder uses permitted water and make the 
information available when requested. 

 TCEQ can request information during a drought or other 
emergency shortage of water or in response to a 
complaint.



WHO NEEDS TO SUBMIT A WATER USE REPORT

 Each holder of a water right is required to submit a 
water use report each year, even if no 
appropriated water is used.

 All water right holders who impound, divert, or 
otherwise use state water must submit a report

 A water right holder who fails to file a water use 
report may be liable for a penalty each day :
 $100 per day for a water right less than 5,000 acre-

feet; or

 $500 per day for a water right more than 5,000 acre-
feet per year.



CURRENT WATER USE REPORT FORMS



CURRENT WATER USE REPORT FORMS



NEW WATER USE REPORT FORMS



NEW WATER USE REPORT FORMS



NEW WATER USE REPORT FORMS



NEW WATER USE REPORT FORMS



NEW WATER USE REPORT FORMS



QUESTIONS?

Kathy Alexander

512-239-0778

kathy.alexander@tceq.texas.gov


